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A. Minutes from Committee Meetings week ending 25 June 2010 



· Committee for Agriculture and Rural Development
· Committee for Health, Social Services and Public Safety

· Committee for Regional Development
· Committee for Social Development


B.  Last Week’s Assembly Business



C. This Week’s Assembly Business



D. Written Answers to Questions, Week Ending 25 June 2010 


OFFICE OF THE FIRST MINISTER AND DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER

· Draft Strategy for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration 



DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND LEARNING

· Career Guidance Service for Young People 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICES & PUBLIC SAFETY

· Psychiatric Assessment Unit in the Downshire Hospital, Downpatrick 

DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT

· Senior Citizen SmartPasses 
· Public Transport: People with Disabilities
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

· Marginalised Communities in Housing Estates 
· Social Housing Development Programme 
· Broadband Access in Social Housing
· Welfare Reform
A. Minutes from Committee Meetings week ending  25 June 2010
Committee for Agriculture and Rural Development
Tuesday 15 June 2010

Pre-consultation: Disability Action Plan 

Agreed: The Committee agreed to consider agenda item 10 as the next item. 

Agreed: The Committee agreed that officials should present to Committee when a detailed analysis of responses has been undertaken

Committee for Health, Social Services and Public Safety

Thursday 17 June 2010
Matters Arising

The Committee noted a response from the Minister regarding the ICAN Centre in Ballynahinch. The Committee agreed to write to the Minister for further information and to forward the response to the Committee for Education. 

The Committee noted the key points of a meeting with Family Group Conferencing and agreed to write to the Department asking it to look at the possibility of extending this method of working to vulnerable adults.

The Committee noted a response from the Minister regarding transferring responsibility for the Care Tribunal and the Mental Health Review Tribunal to the Department of Justice and agreed to write to the Committee for Justice regarding its concerns.

The Northern Ireland Health & Social Care Budget 

A motion was proposed by Mr Sam Gardiner:

The Committee believes that the Health & Social Care budget in Northern Ireland should be ring fenced with immediate effect. 

Amendment number 1 was proposed by Mr Alex Easton:

The Committee believes that the Health and Social Care budget in Northern Ireland should be a priority for the Executive in light of the Conservative cuts. 

Amendment number 2 was proposed by Dr Kieran Deeny:

The Committee believes that the Health & Social Care budget in Northern Ireland should be ring fenced if and when the Department for Health, Social Services & Public Safety demonstrate further efficiency savings will be made in removing unnecessary bureaucracy and administration from our National Health Service in Northern Ireland. 

Question put, that amendment No 2 be made. 

The Committee divided: Ayes 2; Noes 7; Abstentions 1

AYES 

Dr Kieran Deeny 
Mr John McCallister

NOES 

Mr Thomas Buchanan
Mr Alex Easton 
Mr Tommy Gallagher 
Mr Sam Gardiner
Mrs Claire McGill 
Mrs Michelle O’Neill 
Ms Sue Ramsey 

  

ABSTENTIONS 

Mr Jim Wells 

  

The motion falls

Question put, that amendment No 1 be made. 

The Committee divided: Ayes 6; Noes 2; Abstentions 2

AYES 

Mr Thomas Buchanan
Mr Alex Easton 
Mr Tommy Gallagher 
Mrs Claire McGill 
Mrs Michelle O’Neill 
Ms Sue Ramsey

NOES 

Mr Sam Gardiner
Mr John McCallister

ABSTENTIONS 

Mr Jim Wells 
Dr Kieran Deeny 

The amendment was agreed by the Committee.

Question: The Committee believes that the Health and Social Care budget in Northern Ireland should be a priority for the Executive in light of the Conservative cuts.

Proposer: Mr Alex Easton

The Committee divided: Ayes 7; Noes 2; Abstentions 1

AYES

Mr Thomas Buchanan
Dr Kieran Deeny 
Mr Alex Easton 
Mr Tommy Gallagher 
Mrs Claire McGill 
Mrs Michelle O’Neill 
Ms Sue Ramsey

NOES

Mr Sam Gardiner
Mr John McCallister

ABSTENTIONS

Mr Jim Wells

Question accordingly agreed to. 

The Committee agreed to write to the Executive asking them to note the Committee’s position.

Correspondence

The Committee noted an invitation to the launch of Mencap’s ‘Getting it Right Campaign’.

Any other business 

The Committee agreed to write to the Department about the services available for rare diseases.

The Committee agreed to forward correspondence from the Participation and Practice of Rights Project to the Department seeking its views on the issues raised regarding the card before you leave scheme.

The Committee agreed to request briefing papers from Assembly Research on the provision of respite care for carers of children with disabilities.

The Committee agreed to request briefing papers from Assembly Research on the delivery of speech and language therapy by health & social care trusts.

Committee for Regional Development  

Wednesday 16 June 2010

Matters Arising

Members noted correspondence from the Department for Regional Development, dated 8 June 2010, in relation to the Equality Impact Assessment of Restricted Zone Access Permits.

Subordinate Legislation

Members noted the following Departmental proposals to make subordinate legislation:
• The Parking Places (Disabled Persons’ Vehicles) (Amendment No. 6) Order (Northern Ireland) 2010;


Members noted that the SL1 memos from the Department on the above proposals made no reference to their having been the subject of a public inquiry. Members noted that the Department has confirmed that the police service and relevant local councils affected by the above proposals have been informed, and the Committee office has not received any comments from the relevant councils regarding these policy proposals.


The Committee noted correspondence from IMTAC in relation to access to sea travel for disabled people and people with reduced mobility.

Members noted a report of the Committee for Finance and Personnel, in advance of its publication, on its Preliminary Inquiry into Public Sector Efficiencies.
Committee for Social Development
Thursday 17 June 2010

 Correspondence 

The Committee noted correspondence from the Minister advising of his intention to introduce the Housing (Amendment) (No.2) Bill to the Assembly on 22 June 2010. 

The Committee noted correspondence from the Department providing an update on the outcome of the February Monitoring Round. 

The Committee considered correspondence from the Department in relation to Minister Attwood’s discussions with the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions. 

Agreed: The Committee agreed that the response should be forwarded to the Committee for the Office of the First Minister and deputy First Minister.

The Committee noted a copy of NIACRO’s response to the Department for Work and Pensions consultation on Social Fund Reform: Debt, Credit and Low-Income Households.

The Committee considered correspondence from the Welcome Organisation in respect of the Department for Social Development’s role in the discharge of homeless people with mental illness.

Agreed: The Committee agreed that it would consider this correspondence when the Supporting People evaluation report is available.

B. Last Week’s Assembly Business 
Plenary Session

21 June 2010

Executive Committee Business

Transport Bill: First Stage 

Click here to read in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100621.htm#7
Tourism (Amendment) Bill: First Stage
Click here to read in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100621.htm#8
Budget (No. 3) Bill: Consideration Stage
Click here to read in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100621.htm#9
Employment (No. 2) Bill: Second Stage
Click here to read in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100621.htm#10
Oral Answers to Questions
Office for First Minister and Deputy First Minister

Budget Cuts Mr McLaughlin asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister what steps they are taking to protect public services and to grow the economy in light of anticipated Budget cuts. (AQO 1442/10)
Read in full: 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100621.htm#11
Executive Committee Business 

Budget (No. 3) Bill: Final Stage
Read in full: 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100621.htm#13

Social Security Benefits Up-rating Order (Northern Ireland) 2010
Read in full: 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100621.htm#15

Mesothelioma Lump Sum Payments (Conditions and Amounts) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2010
Read in full: 
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100621.htm#16

Social Security (Contributions Credits for Parents and Carers) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2010
Read in full: 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100621.htm#18
Committee Business:
Preliminary Inquiry into Public Sector Efficiencies
Read in full: 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100621.htm#21
Tuesday 22 June 2010

Executive Committee Business

Housing Amendment (No. 2) Bill: First Stage
Read in full: 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100622.htm#c
Welfare Reform Bill: Further Consideration Stage
Read in full: 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100622.htm#d
Oral Answers to Questions
Social Development
Commission on the Future for Housing in Northern Ireland

Miss McIlveen asked the Minister for Social Development for his assessment of the recommendations made in the May 2010 report by the independent Commission on the Future for Housing in Northern Ireland.   (AQO 1468/10)

Read in full: 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100622.htm#h
Committee Business

Executive’s Priority Measures to Deal with the Economic Downturn

Read in full: 

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100622.htm#m
C. This Week’s Assembly Business

Plenary Session 
Monday 28 June 2010

Speaker’s Business 

Public Petition - Removal of Funding for Summer Schemes for Children with Learning Disabilities

Mr T Gallagher 

Private Members’ Business

Motion - Regional Autistic Spectrum Disorders Network Group

Proposed:

That this Assembly calls on the Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety to instigate a review into the performance of the Regional Autistic Spectrum Disorders Network Group, including consideration of its appointment processes, independence, accountability, transparency, operating structures and competency.

Mr T Buchanan
Mr A Easton
Mr J Craig
Mr I McCrea

View agenda in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/orders/papers/2007/2009/order68_0910.htm
COMMITTEE FOR EMPLOYMENT AND LEARNING

Wednesday 30 June 2010

10:00 a.m. PUBLIC SESSION 
Briefing from the Northern Ireland Commissioner for Children and Young People on issues relating to the Inquiry, including the ‘Make it Right’ campaign

In attendance: 
Patricia Lewsley, Commissioner, NICCY 
Departmental Officials on Budget 2010 

In attendance: 
Andrew Hamilton, Deputy Secretary 
Trevor Connolly, Director of Finance Division 

View agenda in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/employment/2007mandate/agenda_a.htm
Plenary Session

30 June 2010

Executive Committee Business

Second Stage - Housing (Amendment) (No.2) Bill (NIA 32/09)

Minister for Social Development
Final Stage - Welfare Reform Bill (NIA 13/09)

Minister for Social Development 
Private Members’ Business

First Stage - Victims and Survivors (Disqualification) Bill (NIA 34/09)

A Bill to narrow the classes of persons who may benefit from provisions in the Victims and Survivors (Northern Ireland) Order 2006.

Mr P Weir

View agenda in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/orders/papers/2007/2009/order70_0910.htm
D. Written Answers to Questions, Week Ending  
25 June 2010
OFFICE OF THE FIRST MINISTER AND DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER

Draft Strategy for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration 

Dr S Farry asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister whether the forthcoming draft strategy for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration will be accopmanied by an Equality Impact Assessment.

(AQW 7553/10)

First Minister and deputy First Minister: We agreed the core of the Programme for Cohesion, Sharing and Integration on 23 February 2010.

It is expected that the Programme will go out to public consultation before the summer and the formal consultation period will run until at least the end of September 2010.

The consultation document will include detail of a high-level Equality Impact Assessment and the public will have the opportunity to comment on this as part of the consultation exercise.

Read response in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2007mandate/writtenans/2009/100625.htm#1
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND LEARNING
Career Guidance Service for Young People 

Mrs N Long asked the Minister for Employment and Learning for an update on the work undertaken by his Department to provide a focused career guidance service for young people. 

(AQW 7718/10)

Minister for Employment and Learning: My Department’s Careers Service continues to provide an impartial, careers information, advice and guidance service to young people and adults throughout Northern Ireland. 

Read response in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2007mandate/writtenans/2009/100625.htm#5
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICES & PUBLIC SAFETY
Psychiatric Assessment Unit in the Downshire Hospital, Downpatrick 

Ms M Ritchie asked the Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety what measures he will take to ensure that the Psychiatric Assessment Unit currently located in the Downshire Hospital, Downpatrick will be re-located to the new Downe Hospital. 

(AQW 7448/10)

Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety: The South Eastern Trust’s "Strategic Direction for Mental Health Services" was published on 4 June for consultation. No decisions on future service provision will be taken until responses to the consultation exercise have been considered. 
Myalgic Encephalomyelitis Association

Dr S Farry asked the Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety (i) to outline the reasons for the cut in core funding to the Northern Ireland Myalgic Encephalomyelitis Association; and (ii) for his assessment of the impact of this cut in funding.

(AQW 7563/10)

Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety: There has been no decision taken to cut the core funding made available to the ME Association by my Department.

Read response in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2007mandate/writtenans/2009/100625.htm#9
DEPARTMENT OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Senior Citizen SmartPasses 

Mr P Weir asked the Minister for Regional Development why Senior Citizen SmartPasses are not valid for journeys in the rest of the UK.

(AQW 7815/10)

Minister for Regional Development: Currently concessionary fares policy is a devolved matter with individual jurisdictions having separate schemes. The north of Ireland does not have reciprocal arrangements with jurisdictions in Britain, just as jurisdictions there do not have reciprocal arrangements except in certain local areas.

Public Transport: People with Disabilities

Mr A Bresland asked the Minister for Regional Development what action he is taking to ensure the maximum level of access and assistance on public transport for people who are blind, partially-sighted, deaf or have a hearing impairment. 

(AQO 1462/10)

Minister for Regional Development: My Department is taking forward improvements to the accessibility of public transport through the Accessible Transport Strategy (ATS). This strategy seeks to address the barriers that impede use of the transport system by older people and people with disabilities and is being implemented through a series of action plans.

Currently all of NIR’s new CAF trains are equipped with an on-board audio visual announcement system designed to cater for people who may have either hearing or sight difficulties. A further 20 trains are currently in production which will have a similar audio visual system fitted.

The Department is also committed to undertaking a pilot audio visual announcement system for buses and is working with Translink to develop a system which it hopes to trial in the Belfast area this autumn. 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Marginalised Communities in Housing Estates 

Mr G Campbell asked the Minister for Social Development what proposals he has to assist people living in 'hard to reach' and marginalised communities in housing estates across Northern Ireland.

(AQW 7511/10)

Minister for Social Development: My Department has a number of initiatives in place. The Neighbourhood Renewal Programme targets 36 neighbourhoods across Northern Ireland. Many of these neighbourhoods are "housing estates". The Areas at Risk Pilot Programme, which has been in operation since 2006 was specifically designed to intervene in areas that fall outside the top 10% most disadvantaged but are "at risk" of descending into instability, crisis and decline. The programme is currently operational in 23 estates across Northern Ireland. 

Read response in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2007mandate/writtenans/2009/100625.htm#11
Social Housing Development Programme 

Mr S Hamilton asked the Minister for Social Development to detail the percentage of the Social Housing Development Programme spend used specifically to address the housing needs of older people, in each of the last ten years.

(AQW 7633/10)

Minister for Social Development: Details about the Housing Association Grant spend within the Social Housing Development Programme specifically for elderly people in each of the last ten years is shown in the table below:-

	Year
	Elderly: % of HAG Spend

	2000/01
	11%

	2001/02
	5%

	2002/03
	17%

	2003/04
	12%

	2004/05
	6%

	2005/06
	18%

	2006/07
	19%

	2007/08
	9%

	2008/09
	18%

	2009/10
	12%


Some active elderly applicants on the social housing waiting list will also have been accommodated within general needs housing, which represents the largest proportion of the Social Housing Development Programme. 

Broadband Access in Social Housing

Mr S Hamilton asked the Minister for Social Development what studies have been undertaken about developing programmes for the installation of broadband access in social housing.

(AQW 7686/10)

Minister for Social Development: No studies have been carried out regarding the development of programmes for the installation of Broadband in social housing.

Welfare Reform

Mr L Cree asked the Minister for Social Development what discussions he has had with the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions regarding welfare reform.

(AQO 1472/10)

Minister for Social Development: I have written to the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions to make clear my view that the particular social and economic conditions in Northern Ireland merit special consideration. Parts of Northern Ireland continue to suffer high levels of poverty and deprivation and I consider it crucial that, when looking at any changes to the social security or welfare systems, we protect those who are in greatest need.

I share the Secretary of State’s aim of improving the quality of life for those who are worst off in society and I look forward to meeting him to discuss in more detail the measures he proposes to achieve this.

I do welcome – and I am sure Members across the House will join me in this – the Government’s commitment to uprate the basic State Pension in line with the increase in earnings, prices or 2.5 per cent, whichever is the highest. 
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