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A. Minutes from Committee Meetings week ending 11 June 2010 



· Committee for Education
· Committee for Employment and Learning
· Committee for Finance and Personnel
· Committee for Health, Social Services and Public Safety
· Committee for Social Development


B.  Last Week’s Assembly Business



· Employment (No. 2) Bill: First Stage
· Commissioner for Older People Bill: Second Stage

C. This Week’s Assembly Business



D. Written Answers to Questions, Week Ending 11 June 2010 


OFFICE OF FIRST MINISTER AND DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER

· Rights of Disabled People 

· Cohesion, Sharing and Integration Strategy
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND LEARNING
· Young People not in Education, Training or Employment 
DEPARTMENT OF ENTERPRISE, TRADE AND INVESTMENT

· Economically Inactive People 
· Unemployment Figures 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICES AND PUBLIC SAFETY

· Elderly Mental Health Beds in the Waterside Hospital
· Rare Diseases and Conditions 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

· Disability Living Allowance and Employment Support Allowance Appeals 
· Social Housing Development Programme
A. Minutes from Committee Meetings week ending  28 May 2010
Committee for Education

Wednesday 2 June 2010
Matters Arising

The Committee noted correspondence of 26 May 2010 from the Department of Education on officials meeting with the All Party Assembly Group on Autism (APGA) regarding its proposed Autism Legislation. 

Agreed – the Committee would forward the Department’s correspondence
to APGA for information and request a report from APGA on the outcome of its meeting with officials.
The Committee noted copy correspondence of 27 May 2010 to the SEELB from John McCallister, MLA regarding constituents’ difficulty in obtaining a Statement of Special Educational Needs for their daughter.

Departmental Update Briefing on the Education Budget 2010/11 including Convergence Delivery Plan
The witnesses provided an update briefing on the Education Budget 2010/11 and answered Members questions on a number of issues, including the amount of spend on SEN capacity building in light of the unpopularity of the SEN & Inclusion consultation proposals, the lack of an analysis of the responses to the consultation and the probability of necessary legislation receiving Assembly approval. 
Read more:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/education/2007mandate/minutes/2009/100602.htm
Committee for Employment and Learning

Wednesday 2 June 2010

Matters Arising

Welfare Reform Bill – Mencap submission 

Members noted the above submission, forwarded by the Committee for Social Development.

Committee for Finance and Personnel
Wednesday 2 June 2010

Committee Inquiry into Public Sector Efficiencies - Consideration of draft Report
The Committee undertook a paragraph-by-paragraph consideration of its draft Report on the Preliminary Inquiry into Public Sector Efficiencies.
Read more:
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/finance/2007mandate/minutes/2009/100602.htm
Committee for Health, Social Services and Public Safety

Thursday 3 June 2010
Correspondence

The Committee noted correspondence from the Committee for the Office of First Minister and deputy First Minister seeking written submissions on the Commissioner for Older People Bill and agreed that it had no comment to make on the Bill. 

The Committee noted correspondence forwarded by the Public Accounts Committee from Positive Futures and Manor Healthcare in relation to the PAC report on the Resettlement of Long Stay Patients from Learning Disability Hospitals. 

The Committee noted correspondence from the General Medical Council regarding new GMC guidance on end of life treatment and care.

Committee for Social Development
Thursday 3 June 2010

Consideration of Draft Welfare Reform Bill Report

The Committee considered a draft Report on the Committee Stage of the Welfare Reform Bill.
Read more:
http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/social/2007mandate/minutes/2009/100603.htm
Correspondence

The Committee considered correspondence from a member of the public in relation to design issues affecting their new disabled home in Belfast.

Agreed: The Committee agreed to send this correspondence to the Department for consideration. 

The Committee considered an invitation to an event entitled: The People’s Inquiry into the Right to Housing, on Thursday 24 June 2010.

Agreed: The Committee agreed that the Clerk should investigate the possibility of holding the Committee meeting of 24 June 2010 in the venue hosting the Inquiry.
B. Last Week’s Assembly Business 
Notes of Interest:

Monday 7 June 2010
Employment (No. 2) Bill: First Stage

A Bill to make provision for the procedures for the resolution of employment disputes and the procedures of industrial tribunals and the fair employment tribunal and to make provision in relation to time off for study or training and for connected purposes.
Bill passed First Stage and ordered to be printed.
Commissioner for Older People Bill: Second Stage
Read in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/record/reports2009/100607.htm#d
C. This Week’s Assembly Business

Plenary Session 
Monday 14 June 2010
Notes of Interest:

First Stage - Budget (No. 3) Bill (NIA 26/09)

Minister of Finance and Personnel
Consideration Stage - Welfare Reform Bill (NIA 13/09)

Minister for Social Development 
Question Time 

 -Environment 

 -Finance and Personnel 
View full agenda:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/orders/papers/2007/2009/order64_0910.htm
Plenary Session 
Monday 15 June 2010
Notes of Interest:

Second Stage - Budget (No. 3) Bill (NIA 26/09)

Minister of Finance and Personnel

Final Stage - Employment Bill (NIA 9/08)

Minister for Employment and Learning 

Question Time - Health, Social Service and Public Safety 
View full agenda:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/orders/papers/2007/2009/order65_0910.htm
D. Written Answers to Questions, Week Ending  
11 June 2010
Office of First Minister and Deputy First Minister

Rights of Disabled People 

Mr P Weir asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister what co-ordination is in place between Departments to ensure the rights of disabled people are protected.

(AQW 7164/10)

Cohesion, Sharing and Integration Strategy

Mr P McGlone asked the First Minister and deputy First Minister whether they can provide an assurance that the Cohesion, Sharing and Integration Strategy will be subject to a full Equality Impact Assessment and will reflect the needs of all people in our society. 

(AQO 1367/10)

Read answers in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2007mandate/writtenans/2009/100611.htm#1
Department of Employment and Learning
Young People not in Education, Training or Employment 

Ms S Ramsey asked the Minister for Employment and Learning when the scoping study on young people not in education, training or employment will be published. 

(AQW 7336/10)

Ms S Ramsey asked the Minister for Employment and Learning if and when he will bring proposals for a strategy on young people not in education, employment or training to the Executive. 

(AQW 7357/10

Read answers in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2007mandate/writtenans/2009/100611.htm#5
Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment

Economically Inactive People 

Lord Morrow asked the Minister of Enterprise, Trade and Investment (i) how many people are currently regarded as economically inactive; and (ii) for her assessment of the current number of economically inactive people compared to three years ago. 

(AQW 7106/10)

Unemployment Figures 

Mr A Ross asked the Minister of Enterprise, Trade and Investment to detail the most up to date unemployment figures in each constituency.

(AQW 7338/10)

Read answers in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2007mandate/writtenans/2009/100611.htm#6
Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety

Elderly Mental Health Beds in the Waterside Hospital

Mr C McDevitt asked the Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety if he has any plans to close 18 elderly mental health beds in the Waterside Hospital.

(AQW 6943/10)

Rare Diseases and Conditions 

Mr T Burns asked the Minister of Health, Social Services and Public Safety to detail, for each of the last five years, the number of patients from Northern Ireland who have been treated outside the UK or Ireland for very rare diseases and conditions because specialist care was not available; and to list the nature of these diseases and conditions.

(AQW 6949/10)

Read answers in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2007mandate/writtenans/2009/100611.htm#9
Department for Social Development

Disability Living Allowance and Employment Support Allowance Appeals 

Mr P Weir asked the Minister for Social Development to detail the total number of (i) Disability Living Allowance; and (ii) Employment Support Allowance appeals processed in each of the last three years.

(AQW 7244/10)

Disability Living Allowance Appeals 

Mr I McCrea asked the Minister for Social Development to detail the number of Disability Living Allowance appeals processed for the Mid-Ulster area in each of the last five years.

(AQW 7468/10)

Social Housing Development Programme

Ms C Ní Chuilín asked the Minister for Social Development whether and when he intends to review the decision to remove the strategic guidelines on social housing ringfencing for the Social Housing Development Programme.

(AQW 7120/10)

Read answers in full:

http://www.niassembly.gov.uk/qanda/2007mandate/writtenans/2009/100611.htm#12
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