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Mobility Equipment Fund

A Mobility Equipment fund of £1m a year was provided by the

Government in 1991 and was increased in 1993 to 2m per year.

The Mobility Equipment Fund was provided to meet the mobility

needs of more severely disabled people, therefore all cases are

considered to have equal merit and are dealt with in strict date order of receipt of the completed Financial Help form (not the original application). The only exception is a customer with a poor prognosis where any delay would reduce the benefit from his/her mobility vehicle.

All wheelchair driver applicants who require in excess of the £10,000 maximum grant are reviewed by the Grants Committee as soon as possible following the receipt of the Financial Help Form as a preliminary assessment report. The grant awarded however cannot be released until the customer arrives at the appropriate point on the waiting list, but in the meanwhile the offer can be used as a platform to raise the balance of the funds necessary to complete the purchase. All Motability Equipment Fund cases are submitted to the Grants Committee for decision and you must have a vehicle through the scheme to qualify for any of the grants.

For further information contact:

Motability

Goodman House

Station Approach

Harlow, Essex

CM20 2ET

Telephone: 012 7963 5666

What Is Motability?

Motability is a charity set up on the initiative of the Government and designed to help people with disabilities use their higher rate

mobility component of disability living allowance to improve their

mobility. It offers two types of scheme, contract hire and hire

purchase. 

Both schemes offer cars (including cars adapted to carry a driver or passenger seated in their wheelchair), powered wheelchairs and mobility scooters. Under the hire purchase scheme it is possible to buy a used car. Some adaptation costs can be included

Who Can Apply?

Anyone who has an award of DLA Higher Mobility Component

(including the parents of children who receive it) can apply to

Motability for additional help. To use any of the schemes your

higher rate mobility component must be an indefinite award or a

fixed-period award with at least 12 months still to run. The Disability & Processing Unit will pay your mobility component directly to Motability. You cannot start or renew a Motability car agreement if you are in hospital. In some instances Motability can help towards the cost of driving lessons.

You can also apply to Motability if you are not the disabled person,

but the person appointed to act for him or her, even if the disabled

person is a child or unable to drive.

Full information on these schemes can be obtained directly from

Motability (address overleaf).

Does Motability Give Any Financial Assistance?

Yes, Motability can provide financial assistance in certain circumstances.

For more information contact:

Disability Action

Portside Business Park,

189 Airport Road West, Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 
028 9029 7880

Textphone: 
028 9029 7882

Fax: 


028 9029 7881

Email: 

mobilitycentre@disabilityaction.org

Website: 

www.disabilityaction.org
