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Income Support

Income support is a means tested benefit for people who 

do not have to sign on as being available for work and who 

are on or below a certain income.

Who can get Income Support?

· You must be in one of the qualifying groups

· Have no income or a very low income

· Have saving below £16,000. However the amount of your benefit will be reduced if you have savings over £6,000 or

· £10,000 if you live in a care home.

· Usually not be in full time work

· Pass a “habitual residence test” and have the right to reside

· If you are entitled to Statutory Sick Pay

· If you are incapable of work and claiming Incapacity Benefit

· If you are a carer

· If you are a lone parent responsible for a child under 10

· If you are in full time, non advanced education/unwaged training and have a disability

· If you are pregnant

Qualifying groups

There are over 20 qualifying groups for Income Support. The main

ones that affect disabled people are as follows.

· You are entitled to Statutory Sick Pay

· You are appealing against a decision that you are capable of work following a Personal Capability Assessment

· You are claiming Incapacity Benefit*
· You are a carer

· Lone Parent

*all Incapacity Benefit claimants to be migrated by 2020.

Qualifying Conditions

As well as falling into one of the above categories there are 7 key

qualifying conditions.

1. You must be in Great Britain

2. You must be aged 16 or over

3. You must be under 60

4. You must be in full time education (there are exceptions to this)

5. You must not be working 16 or more hours a week

6. If you have a partner they must not be working 24 or more hours per week

7. Your capital or any belonging to a partner, but not a dependent child, must be no more than £16,000 but between £6,000 and £16,000 affects entitlement.
Income Support and Employment and Support Allowance.

A new benefit called Employment and Support Allowance was

introduced on the 28th October 2008. Most people who are sick and or disabled and unable to work now have to claim Employment and Support Allowance.

If you were already getting Income Support prior to this date

because you are sick and or disabled and unable to work your

benefit will change over to Employment Support Allowance at a later date.

Income Support and Dependant Children.

Financial support for any dependant children is now provided through Tax Credits from 2004. You will need to make a separate claim for this.

How much is Income Support?

The amount of income support you are entitled to depends on your

personal circumstances. There are also extra amounts payable in

the form of premiums if you satisfy the rules for them.

Personal Allowance

Single Under 25 



£51.85
Single aged 25 or over 

£65.45
Lone Parent

Aged 18 or over 



£65.45
Couple

Both aged 18 or over 


£102.75
Premiums 



Single 
Couple

Disability Premium 

£28.00 
£39.85

Enhanced Disability 

£13.65 
£19.65
Severe Disability
 

£53.65 
per qualifying person

Carer Premium 


£30.05 
per qualifying person

Calculating your applicable amount can be confusing. Disability

Action Information Officers can provide assistance with calculating

your correct benefit rates and also assist with filling in forms.
For more information contact:

Disability Action

Portside Business Park,

189 Airport Road West, Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 
028 9029 7880

Textphone: 
028 9029 7882

Fax: 


028 9029 7881

Email: 

hq@disabilityaction.org

Website: 

www.disabilityaction.org
