[image: image1.jpg]


Housing

If you or someone you live with has a disability, 
there are some sections of this Factsheet which 
will be of particular interest to you.

Adaptations (Making alterations to your home)

If you or someone living with you in your property has a disability, an adaptation may help you to live more comfortably in your home and you may qualify for grant aid. An assessment of your income is used to calculate whether you will have to pay for some of the work. An assessment will not be required where the disabled person is a dependant, up to their 19th birthday.

If you or someone living in your home is experiencing difficulties with everyday activities around your home and this need is verified by a Health & Social Services Trust Occupational Therapist or a

designated member of housing staff, you may be eligible for help with adapting your home. Anyone can apply, regardless of whether you rent or own your home. Landlords and other household members are also eligible to apply on behalf of someone in their property who has particular needs.

What Types of adaptations are available?

All housing adaptations are tailored to meet the individual needs of

each particular applicant but are generally classified into two main

categories:

Major work such as providing an extension, ground floor toilet or

installing a lift (requires an Occupational Therapy referral)

Minor work such as fitting a handrail, ramp or shower (some minor adaptations need a referral to an Occupational Therapist and some do not – for further information on this check with your local NIHE district office or your local Occupational Therapy Department)

How much will the adaptation cost?

If you are a Housing Executive or Housing Association Tenant

If you are a Housing Executive or Housing Association tenant, there  will be no cost for the adaptation and your rent is unlikely to be increased unless substantial structural additions are made to your house. Your NIHE local District office or Housing Association will be able to advise you.

If you own your own home or if you live in a privately rented

House
If you own your own home or live in a privately rented house your

local Health & Social Services Trust may be able to provide small

minor works and lifts free of charge. You may be eligible for grant aid (Disabled Facilities Grant or Home Repair Assistance Grant) towards the cost of adaptations which are not carried out by the Health Trusts.
Landlords can also apply provided there is a person with a permanent disability either living in the house or intending to live in the house once the adaptation work has been completed.
The aim of the Grants system is to provide financial help for those

who can least afford to pay for having their home altered or improved.

The amount of Disabled Facilities or Home Repair Assistance Grant you get will depend upon the cost of adaptations and your ability to pay for them. Therefore the amount of grant you will be given will be calculated by a form of means test called a “test of resources”. 
If a Disabled Facilities Grant is in respect of a dependant child the

parents/guardians should not be subject to a Test of Resources

assessment. Your local Grants Officer will be able to advise you

further on this. The Grants Office will work out how much you are

able to pay towards the cost of the works. The amount of grant you

receive, if any, will be the difference between the amount you need to pay and the total cost of the work eligible for grant.
The maximum grant you may be given is £25000 for a Disabled

Facilities Grant. Under the Home Repair Assistance Grant you can

get assistance up to a maximum of £5000 over a three year period

Supporting People

The Supporting People Fund pays for housing related support

services that a landlord or someone working for them provides. In

certain instances it can also fund the provision of support to people in their own home. Support means advice and help to make it easier for vulnerable people to live independently. That can include:
· Someone to help people to manage their money and pay their bills

· A warden or scheme manager who is there in case people need help

· Someone who helps people to live independently

· Someone who helps people learn how to follow the rules in their tenancy agreement

· Someone who provides advice or assistance.

The Housing Executive manages Supporting People for anyone living in Northern Ireland.
For further information on the Supporting People Fund please contact your local Housing Executive district office or via the website listed at the end of this Factsheet.
Sheltered Accommodation

In Northern Ireland, Housing Associations provide over 10000

sheltered flats or bungalows for older or disabled people. Schemes

are provided by over 18 organisations in Northern Ireland. 
Sheltered accommodation is as term used to describe a group of dwellings built in accordance with specific guidelines set by the Department of Social Development designed for older or disabled people and with support provided on site. Sheltered accommodation aims to promote residents’ independence for as long as possible while at the same time ensuring contact with support staff and others, enabling residents to access help and assistance when needed. 
Contact with other tenants ensures that an active social life can continue to be enjoyed even as one becomes frailer. 
Most sheltered schemes provide the following facilities and services:
· Self contained accommodation (apartment or bungalow)

· Central heating

· Scheme supervisor service

· 24-hour call centre support

· Communal rooms for social use

· Laundry room

· Guest room for friends or relatives

For further information on sheltered accommodation please contact your local NIHE district office or via their website listed at the end of this Factsheet.

Housing Benefit
Housing Benefit is a social security benefit paid by the Housing

Executive. It helps people on a low income pay their rent and rates.
You do not need to be unemployed to get Housing benefit.

Anyone who has to pay rent or rates for their home can claim. It does not matter if your landlord is:
· The Housing Executive

· A Housing Association

· A private landlord
You can also claim if you:
· Live in a hostel

· Live in bed and breakfast accommodation

· You are a boarded or lodger
To qualify for Housing benefit you must have a responsibility to pay rent and/or rates for a property that you occupy as your main home. 
If this is the case, the Housing Executive will then compare your income with the amount that the government says you need to live on to decide how much Housing Benefit you may be entitled to.
You can obtain an application form from your local NIHE district office or download one on-line from the Housing Executive’s website.
More information on Housing Benefit is available on a separate

Disability Action Factsheet.

Lone Pensioner Allowance

From April 2008 a new discount was made available to help you pay your rates. This is called the Lone Pensioner Allowance (LPA). 
You will be entitled to a 20% discount on your rates if you are:

· A pensioner aged 70 or over

· Living on your own (there may be some exceptions to this) and Paying rates for your home
Lone Pensioner Allowance is not means-tested. In other words,

whether you get the allowance does not depend on your income or

savings.

More information on the Lone Pensioner Allowance is available on a separate Disability Action Factsheet.
Rate Relief
Rate Relief is a new scheme that has been introduced to provide

additional help for low income households who are receiving either no help or only partial help with their rates through Housing Benefit. If you are getting only partial help with your rates through Housing Benefit you may be entitled to extra help through the Rate Relief Scheme. Other people just outside the Housing Benefit limits may also qualify for Rate Relief.
If you are not currently receiving Housing benefit and wish to apply

for Rate Relief you will be required to complete an application for

Housing Benefit and Rate Relief.
If you rent your home from the Housing Executive, a Housing

Association or a private landlord you can obtain an application form by contacting any Housing Executive district office or via their website listed at the end of this Factsheet.

More information on Rate Relief is available on a separate Disability Action Factsheet.

Disabled Person’s Allowance

If you, or someone else in your household, is a person with a

disability and you meet the conditions of this scheme, you may be

entitled to a reduction of 25% in your domestic rate bill. Your

property must be adapted to meet the needs of a person with a

disability who lives in your home. The types of adaptations that

qualify are:

· A room, other than a kitchen, bathroom or toilet, which is mainly used by the person with a disability

· An extra kitchen for the person with a disability

· An extra toilet for the person with a disability

· Sufficient floor space to use a wheelchair easily.

There must be a clear link between how the property has been

adapted and the disability or the Disabled Person’s Allowance will not be paid.
To apply for the Disabled Person’s Allowance Scheme, the person

who pays the rates on the property needs to fill in an application form which is available from Land & Property Services. You can telephone for an application form on 08453006360 or you can download the form from the Land & Property Services Website on

www.lpsni.gov.uk.
More information on Disabled Person’s Allowance is available on a

separate Disability Action Factsheet.

Homelessness

Homelessness does not just describe people sleeping on the streets.

It can happen to anyone, for any number of reasons. Even if you

have a roof over your head you may still be homeless. 
You may be homeless if you are:

· Sleeping on the streets

· Staying with friends or family

· Staying in a hostel

· Staying in a bed and breakfast

· Living in very overcrowded conditions

· At risk of violence if you stay in your home

· Living in poor conditions that are damaging your health

· Living in a house that is unsuitable for you

If you think you are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless you

should contact your local Housing Executive as soon as possible

All of the information contained in this and other Disability Action

Factsheets is also available on-line at the address listed below.

Other useful website addresses are listed also:

Housing Executive: www.nihe.gov.uk

Disability Action: www.disabilityaction.org

Land & Property Services: www.lpsni.gov.uk.
For more information contact:

Disability Action

Portside Business Park,

189 Airport Road West, Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 
028 9029 7880

Textphone: 
028 9029 7882

Fax: 


028 9029 7881

Email: 

hq@disabilityaction.org

Website: 

www.disabilityaction.org
