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Housing Benefit
Housing Benefit is a social security benefit paid by the Housing Executive.  It helps people on a low income pay their rent and rates.  You do not need to be unemployed to get Housing benefit

Anyone who has to pay rent or rates for their home can claim.  It does not matter if your landlord is:

· The Housing Executive

· A Housing Association

· A private landlord

You can also claim if you:

· Live in a hostel

· Live in bed and breakfast accommodation

· Are a boarder or lodger

To qualify for Housing benefit you must have a responsibility to pay rent and/or rates for a property that you occupy as your main home.  If this is the case, the Housing Executive will compare your income with the amount that the Government says you need to live on to decide how much Housing Benefit you may be entitled to.

You can claim Housing Benefit for rent, rates and some service charges.  The Housing Executive may not be able to pay the full amount of rent in some circumstances.  You cannot get Housing Benefit on charges for things such as meals, fuel charges or cleaning your home, everyone has these expenses.

If you receive Income Support, Income Based Jobseekers Allowance, Income Related Employment & Support Allowance or Guaranteed Pension Credit you will get maximum Housing Benefit.  This may be less than you are charged if your rent is considered to be too high or your home is under-occupied.  

You may not receive maximum Housing Benefit if you have someone over 18 living with you.  If this is the case a non-dependant deduction will be levied.  However, no non-dependant deductions are made if you are:
· Registered blind

· Receiving Attendance Allowance

· Receiving the care component of Disability Living Allowance (at any rate)

No non-dependant deductions are made also if the non-dependant is:

· Receiving Pension Credit

· Under 25 and gets Income Support, Income Based Jobseekers Allowance or Income Related Employment & Support Allowance

· Is a prisoner

· Is a student

· Has been in hospital for more than 52 weeks

Local Housing Allowance (LHA)

LHA was introduced in April 2008.
If you are a private tenant renting property or room from a private landlord and you are on a low income, you may be able to claim and receive LHA.  If you are already on Housing benefit you will not be affected unless you change address and move into accommodation rented from a private landlord then you will be moved onto LHA.

LHA is a fairer scheme because the Housing Executive works out your entitlement to Housing benefit based on the same rent level as other tenants who have similar circumstances and live in the same area as you. The LHA rates are calculated for individual areas, known as Broad Market Rental Areas, each month.  The amount payable will be based on the ‘middle of the range’ rental figure for the area which the property is in and will take account of the size of the property.

If the rent of the property you have negotiated with your landlord is lower than the LHA rate you will be able to keep any excess benefit up to a maximum of £15 per week.

Entitlement to the LHA is means-tested and you will need to provide a valid tenancy agreement as proof.
If you own your own property and need help with rates only, you must apply to Land & Property Services (formerly the Rates Collection Agency) not the Housing Executive.
You can obtain an application for Housing Benefit from your local NIHE district office or, alternatively, you can download an application form from the website address listed below.  

Similarly you can obtain an application form for Rates Relief from your local Land & Property Services Department or, alternatively, you can download an application form from the website address listed below.

Useful contacts:

www.helpwithratesni.gov.uk




www.nihe.gov.uk
                           
         www.disabilityaction.org
This Factsheet is also available on-line at Disability Action at the website listed above.
For more information contact:

Disability Action

Portside Business Park,

189 Airport Road West, Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 
028 9029 7880

Textphone: 
028 9029 7882

Fax: 


028 9029 7881

Email: 

hq@disabilityaction.org

Website: 

www.disabilityaction.org
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