Guidance Notes to assist with commentary on the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Northern Ireland
The guidance notes which follow should assist with understanding each of the articles of the UN Convention and with the preparation of commentary on how the UN Convention is being implemented in Northern Ireland. The guidance notes have been extracted from a document prepared by the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to assist state parties with reporting
 
Article 5 - Equality and non-discrimination 
This article recognizes that all persons are equal before the law with entitlement to equal protection and benefit of the law on equal grounds without any discrimination. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Whether persons with disabilities are able to use the law to protect or pursue their interests on an equal basis to others 
· Effective measures taken to guarantee persons with disabilities equal and effective legal protection against all types of discrimination, including the provision of reasonable accommodation 
· Policies and programmes, including affirmative action measures, to achieve the de facto equality of persons with disabilities, taking into account their diversity. 
Article 6 - Women with disabilities 
Although gender aspects should be mainstreamed in each of the articles where applicable, under this specific article the report should include information regarding measures taken by the State Party to ensure the full development, advancement and empowerment of women, for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of the Convention rights and fundamental freedoms, and the elimination of all forms of discrimination. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Whether gender inequality of women and girls with disabilities is recognized at legislative and policy levels, as well as within programme development 

· Whether girls and women with disabilities enjoy all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with boys and men with disabilities 

· Whether girls and women with disabilities enjoy all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other girls and women without disabilities 
Article 7 - Children with disabilities 
The report should include supplementary information where applicable, regarding measures taken by the State Party to ensure the full enjoyment by children with disabilities of all Convention rights and fundamental freedoms, in particular to ensure that all actions concerning children with disabilities are in the best interests of the child. 

States Parties should report on: 

· The principles that underpin decision-making in relation to boys and girls with disabilities 

· Whether boys and girls with disabilities are able to express their views on all matters that affect them freely, and receive appropriate assistance according to their disability and age to practice this right 

· Relevant differences in the situations among boys and girls with disabilities 
·  Whether children with disabilities are viewed as right-bearers on an equivalent basis to other children 
Article 8 - Awareness-raising 
This article establishes the obligation of States Parties to conduct effective awareness raising policies to promote a positive image of persons with disabilities. The report should contain information on the measures taken to raise awareness of persons with disabilities, to foster respect for their rights and dignity, their capabilities and contributions, and to combat stereotypes, and prejudices against them. 
States Parties should report on: 

· Public-awareness campaigns directed to general society, within the education system and actions undertaken through mainstream media 

· Actions undertaken to raise awareness and inform persons with disabilities and other parts of society on the Convention and the rights it includes 
Article 9 - Accessibility 
This article establishes the obligation of States Parties to take appropriate measures to enable persons with disabilities to live independently as possible and to participate fully in all aspects of life. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Legislative and other measures taken to ensure to persons with disabilities, access on an equal basis with others to the physical environment (including the use of signal indicators and street signs), to transportation, information and communications, (including information and communications technologies and systems) and to other facilities and services provided to the public including by private entities, both in urban and in rural areas according to article 9, paragraphs 2 (b) to (h), of the Convention 

· Technical standards and guidelines for accessibility; as well as on the auditing of their fulfilment and sanctions for noncompliance; and whether resources obtained by means of money sanctions are applied to encourage accessibility actions 

· The use of public procurement provisions and other measures that establish compulsory accessibility requirements 

· The identification and elimination of obstacles and barriers to accessibility including from both within the public and the private sector, and national accessibility plans established with clear targets and deadlines 
Article 10 - Right to life 
This article reaffirms the inherent right to life of persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Whether the legislation recognizes and protects the right to life and survival of persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others 

· Whether persons with disabilities are being subject to arbitrary deprivation of life 
Article 11 - Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies 
This article obliges States Parties to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, such as situations resulting from armed conflicts, humanitarian emergencies or natural disasters. 

· States Parties should report on any measures taken to ensure their protection and safety including measures taken to include persons with disabilities in national emergency protocols. 

· States Parties should report on measures taken to ensure that humanitarian aid relief is distributed in an accessible way to people with disabilities caught in humanitarian emergency, in particular measures taken to ensure that sanitation and latrine facilities in emergency shelters and refugee camps are available and accessible for persons with disabilities. 
Article 12 - Equal recognition before the law 
This article reaffirms that persons with disabilities have the right to recognition as persons before the law. 
States Parties should report on: 
· Measures taken by the State Party to ensure that persons with disabilities enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with others in all aspects of life, in particular such measures as to ensure the equal right of persons with disabilities to maintain their physical and mental integrity, full participation as citizens, own or inherit property, to control their own financial affairs and to have equal access to bank loans, mortgages and other forms of financial credit, and their right not to be arbitrarily deprived of their property 

· Whether legislation does or does not exist which restricts the full legal capacity on the basis of disability, as well as actions being taken towards conformity with article 12 of the Convention 

· The support available to persons with disabilities to exercise their legal capacity and manage their financial affairs 

· The existence of safeguards against abuse of supported decision-making models 

· Awareness-raising, and education campaigns in relation to equal recognition of all persons with disabilities before the law

Article 13 - Access to justice 
This article recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to have effective access to justice on an equal basis to others, without being excluded from legal proceedings. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Measures taken to ensure the effective access to justice at all stages of the legal process, including investigative and other preliminary stages, by all persons with disabilities 

· Measures taken to ensure effective training of personnel in the national justice and prison system, in the respect for the rights of persons with disabilities 

· The availability of reasonable accommodations, including procedural accommodations that are made in the legal process to ensure effective participation of all types of persons with disabilities in the justice system, whatever the role which they find themselves in (for example as victims, perpetrators, witness or member of jury, etc.) 

· Age-related accommodations to ensure effective participation of children and young persons with disabilities 
Article 14 - Liberty and security of the person 
This article ensures that persons with disabilities enjoy the right to liberty and personal security, and are not deprived of their liberty, unlawfully or arbitrarily, on the basis of the existence of a disability. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Measures taken by the State Party to ensure that all persons with all forms of disabilities enjoy the right to liberty and security of person and that no person is deprived of her/his liberty on the basis of her/his disability 

· Actions being taken to abolish any legislation that permits the institutionalization or the deprivation of liberty of all persons with all forms of disabilities 

· Legislative and other measures put in place to ensure that persons with disabilities who have been deprived of their liberty are provided with the required reasonable accommodation, and benefit from the same procedural guarantees as all other persons to enjoy fully their remaining human rights 
Article 15 - Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 
This article establishes the protection of persons with disabilities from being subjected to torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Measures taken to protect effectively persons with disabilities from medical or scientific experimentation without their free and informed consent, including persons with disabilities who need support in exercising their legal capacity 

· The inclusion of persons with disabilities in national strategies and mechanisms to prevent torture

Article 16 - Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse 
This article protects persons with disabilities from all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse, both within and outside the home, paying special attention to children and women with disabilities. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Legislative, administrative, social, educational and other measures taken to protect persons with disabilities, both within and outside the home, from all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse, including the gender and child based aspects 

· Social protection measures to assist and support persons with disabilities, including their families and caregivers, and to prevent, recognize and report instances of exploitation, violence and abuse, including the gender- and child-based aspects 

· Measures taken to ensure that all services and programmes designed to serve persons with disabilities are effectively monitored by independent authorities 

· Measures taken to ensure that all persons with disabilities who are victims of violence have access to effective recovery, rehabilitation and social re-integration services and programmes 

· Measures taken to ensure that all services and resources available to prevent and support victims of violence are accessible to persons with disabilities 

· Legislation and policies, including women and child focused legislation and policies, to ensure that instances of exploitation, violence and abuse against persons with disabilities are identified, investigated and, where appropriate, prosecuted. 
Article 17 - Protecting the integrity of the person 
This article establishes the right to respect for the physical and mental integrity of persons with disabilities. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Measures taken to protect persons with disabilities from medical (or other) treatment given without the free and informed consent of the person 

· Measures taken to protect all persons with disabilities from forced sterilization, and girls and women from forced abortions 

· The existence, composition and role of independent review organizations to ensure the fulfilment of this right, as well as the programmes and measures adopted by these bodies 
Article 18 - Liberty of movement and nationality 
This article recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to liberty of movement, to freedom to choose their residence and to a nationality. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Legislative or administrative measures taken to ensure the right of persons with disabilities to acquire a nationality and to not be deprived of it, as well as to ensure the right of persons with disabilities to enter or leave the country arbitrarily 

· Measures taken to ensure that every newborn child with a disability be registered upon birth and given a name and a nationality

Article 19 - Living independently and being included in the community 
This article recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to live independently and to participate in the community. 

States Parties should report on: 

· The existence of available independent living schemes, including the provision of personal assistants for persons who so require 

· The existence of in-house support services allowing persons with disabilities to live in their community 

· The existence and range of options of residential services for living arrangements, including shared and sheltered accommodation which take into account the form of disability 

· The degree of accessibility for persons with disabilities to community services and facilities provided to the general population 
Article 20 - Personal mobility 
This article recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to move freely with the greatest possible independence. 

State Parties should report on: 

· Measures to facilitate the personal mobility of persons with disabilities, including the use of signal indicators and street signs for accessibility, in the manner and the time of their choice, as well as their access to forms of assistance (human, animal, or assistive technologies and devices), at an affordable cost 

· Measures taken to ensure that the technologies are high quality, affordable, and user-friendly 

· Measures taken to give training in mobility skills to persons with disabilities and specialist staff 

· Measures taken to encourage entities that produce mobility aids, devices and assistive technologies to take into account all aspects of mobility for persons with disabilities 
Article 21 - Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information 
This article recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to freedom of expression and opinions, including the freedom to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through all forms of communication of their choosing. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Legislative and other measures taken to ensure that information provided to the general public is accessible to persons with disabilities in a timely manner an without additional cost 

· Legislative and other measures taken to ensure that persons with disabilities can use their preferred means of communication in all forms of official interaction and access to information, such as sign language, Braille, augmentative and alternative communication, and all other accessible means 

· Measures taken to urge private entities and mass media to provide their information and services in an accessible form for persons with disabilities, including measures taken to prevent the blocking or restriction of access to information in alternative formats by the private sector 

· Degree of accessibility of mass media and percentage of public websites that comply with the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) standards 

· Legislative and other measures taken linked to the official recognition of sign language(s) 

Article 22 - Respect for privacy 
This article recognizes the right of all persons with disabilities to the protection of their private life, honour and reputation. 

· States Parties should report on the measures taken to protect the privacy of personal, health and rehabilitation related information of persons with disabilities. 

· States parties should report on measures taken so that persons with disabilities not be concealed on the pretext of protection of privacy. 
Article 23 - Respect for home and the family 
This article recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to marriage and to found a family, to decide freely on the number of children to have, and to retain their fertility on an equal basis to others. 
States Parties should report on: 

· Measures taken to ensure that persons with disabilities may exercise the right to marry and to found a family on the basis of full and free consent 

· Measures taken so that persons with disabilities have access to family planning, assistive reproduction and adoption or fostering programmes 

· Measures taken to ensure that parents with disabilities, who so require, are provided with the adequate support in their child-rearing responsibilities, ensuring the parent-child relationship 

· Measures taken to ensure that no child is separated from her/his parents because of the disability of either the child or one or both of the parents 

· Measures taken to support fathers and mothers, and the families of boys and girls with disabilities, in order to prevent concealment, abandonment, neglect or segregation of the boy or girl with a disability 

· Measures taken to avoid institutionalization of boys and girls with disabilities whose parents are unable to care for them, and ensure that they are provided with alternative care from the wider family, or when this is not possible, in a family setting in the wider community 

· Measures taken to prevent the forced sterilization of persons with disabilities, especially with girls and women 
Article 24 - Education 
This article recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to education on the basis of equal opportunity, ensuring an inclusive education system at all levels and the facilitation of access to lifelong learning. 

State Parties should report on: 

· Measures taken to ensure that every child with disabilities has access to early-stage education, and mandatory primary, secondary and higher education 

· Information on the number of boys and girls with disabilities in early-stage education 

· Information on the existing significant differences in the education of boys and girls in the different education levels and whether there are policies and legislation to cater for these differences 

· Legislative and other measures that ensure that schools and materials are accessible and that individualized reasonable accommodation and support required by persons with disabilities is provided to ensure effective education and full inclusion 

· Availability of specific skills-training services for children, adults or teachers who so require in Braille, sign languages, augmentative and alternative communication, mobility and other areas 

· Measures taken for the promotion of the linguistic identity of deaf persons 

· Measures taken to ensure education is delivered in the most appropriate languages, modes, means of communication, and environments for the individual 

· Measures to ensure an adequate training on disability to professionals in the education system, as well as measures to incorporate persons with disabilities in the education team 

· Number and percentage of students with disabilities in tertiary education 

· Number and percentage of students with disabilities by gender and fields of study 

· Reasonable accommodation provisions and other measures to ensure access to lifelong learning education 

· Measures taken by the State to ensure early identification of persons with disabilities and their education needs 
Article 25 - Health 
This article recognizes that persons with disabilities have the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health, ensuring access for persons with disabilities to health services, including health-related rehabilitation, that are gender-sensitive, in their community and without financial cost. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Legislative and other measures that protect against discrimination and ensure that persons with disabilities have the same access to quality health services, including in the area of sexual and reproductive health 

· Measures taken to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to disability-related health rehabilitation in their community freely and without financial cost 

· Health services, early detection and intervention programmes, as appropriate, to prevent and minimize the emergence of secondary disabilities, paying attention to children, women and the elderly, including in rural areas 

· Legislative and other measures to ensure that general public health campaigns are accessible for persons with disabilities 

· Measures put in place to train doctors and other health professionals on the rights of persons with disabilities, including in rural areas 

· Legislative and other measures to ensure that any health treatment is provided to persons with disabilities on the basis of their free and informed consent 

· Legislative and other measures that ensure protection against discrimination in the access to health insurance and other insurance, when these are required by law 

· Measures taken to insure that sanitation facilities are not simply available, but fully accessible 

· Measures taken to increase awareness and information in various accessible formats, including in Braille, for HIV/AIDS and malaria prevention 
Article 26 - Habilitation and rehabilitation 
This article establishes the measures to enable persons with disabilities to attain and maintain maximum independence, full physical, mental, social and vocational ability, and full inclusion and participation in all aspects of life, through comprehensive habilitation and rehabilitation programmes, in the areas of health, employment, education and social services. 

States Parties should report on: 

· General habilitation and rehabilitation programmes for persons with disabilities, in the areas of health, employment, education and social services, including early intervention, peer support, and the availability of these services and programmes in rural areas 

· Measures taken to ensure that participation in habilitation and rehabilitation services and programmes is voluntary 

· The promotion of initial and continuous training for professionals and staff working in habilitation and rehabilitation programmes 

· Measures taken for the promotion, availability, knowledge and use of assistive devices and technologies, designed for persons with disabilities, as they relate to habilitation and rehabilitation 

· Measures taken for the promotion of international cooperation in the exchange of assistive technologies in particular with Third World countries 
Article 27 - Work and employment 
This article recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to work and to gain a living by participation in a labour market and work environment that is open, inclusive and accessible, including for those who acquire a disability during the course of employment. 

States Parties should report on: 

· The legislative measures taken to ensure protection against discrimination in all stages of employment and in any form of employment and to recognize the right of persons with disabilities to work on a basis of equality with others, in particular the right to equal pay for equal work 

· The impact of targeted employment programmes and policies in place to achieve full and productive employment among persons with disabilities according to paragraphs 1 (a to g) of the Convention 

· The impact of measures to facilitate re-employment of persons with disabilities, who are made redundant as a result of privatization, downsizing and economic restructuring of public and private enterprises according to paragraph 1 (e) of the Convention 

· Availability of technical and financial assistance for the provision of reasonable accommodations, including the promotion of the establishment of cooperatives and start ups in order to encourage entrepreneurialism 

· Affirmative and effective action measures for the employment of persons with disabilities in the regular labour market 

· Positive and effective action measures for the prevention of harassment of persons with disabilities in workplace 

· Accessibility of persons with disabilities to open employment and vocational training services, including those for the promotion of self employment 

· Information on existing significant differences in employment between men and women with disability and whether there are policies and legislation to cater for these differences in order to promote the advancement of women with disabilities 

· Identification of the most vulnerable groups among persons with disabilities (including by providing examples) and policies and legislation in place for their inclusion in the labour market 

· Measures taken for the promotion of the trade union rights of persons with disabilities 

· Measures taken to assure the retention and retraining of workers who suffer a workplace injury resulting in a disability preventing them from performing their previous tasks 

· Provide information on the work of persons with disabilities in the informal economy in the State Party, and the measures taken to enable them to move out of the informal economy, as well as on measures taken to ensure their access to basic services and social protection 

· Describe the legal safeguards in place to protect workers with disabilities from unfair dismissal, and forced or compulsory labour according to article 27, paragraph 2 

· Measures taken to ensure persons with disabilities who have technical and vocational skills are empowered with the support needed for their entry and re-entry to the labour market according to paragraph 1 (k) 

· Measures taken to ensure students with disabilities the same access to the general labour market 

· Measures taken to ensure various forms of work, such as work on location, telecommuting (off-site/at home) and subcontracting, and work opportunities offered by new communication technologies 
Article 28 - Adequate standard of living and social protection 
This article recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to an adequate standard of living and to social protection. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Measures taken to ensure availability and access by persons with disabilities to clean water, adequate food, clothing and housing and provide examples 

· Measures taken to ensure access by persons with disabilities to services, devices and other appropriate assistance at affordable prices, including the availability of programmes that cover disability related extra financial costs 

· Measures taken to ensure access by persons with disabilities, in particular women and girls and older persons with disability, to social protection programmes and poverty reduction programmes 

· Measures towards public housing programmes and retirement benefits and programmes for persons with disabilities 

· Measures taken to recognize the connection between poverty and disability 
Article 29 - Participation in political and public life 
This article guarantees political rights to persons with disabilities. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Legislation and measures to guarantee to persons with disabilities, in particular persons with mental or intellectual disability, political rights, including, if it is the case, existing limitations and actions taken to overcome them 

· Measures taken to ensure the right to vote of all persons with disabilities, on their own or to be assisted by a person of their choice 

· Measures taken to ensure the full accessibility of the voting procedures, facilities and materials 

· Indicators measuring the full enjoyment of the right to participate in political and public life of persons with disabilities 

· Support provided, if any, to persons with disabilities for the establishment and maintenance of organizations to represent their rights and interests at local, regional and national level 
Article 30 - Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport 
This article recognizes the right of persons with disabilities to take part in cultural life, develop and utilize their creative, artistic and intellectual potential, recognition and support of their specific cultural and linguistic identity, and to participate in recreational, leisure and sporting activities on an equal basis with others. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Measures taken to recognize and promote the right of persons with disabilities to take part on an equal basis with others in cultural life, including opportunities to develop and utilize their creative, artistic and intellectual potential 

· Measures taken to ensure that cultural, leisure, tourism and sporting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities, taking into account children with disabilities, including through the conditional use of public procurement and public funding 

· Measures taken to ensure that intellectual property laws do not become a barrier for persons with disabilities in accessing cultural materials, including participation in relevant international efforts 

· Measures taken to promote deaf culture 

· Measures taken to support the participation of persons with disabilities in sports, including elimination of discriminatory and differentiated treatment of persons with disabilities in the awarding of prizes and medals; 

· Measures taken to ensure that children with disabilities have access on an equal basis with all other children to participation in play, recreation, leisure and sporting facilities, including those made within the school system.

Article 31 - Statistics and data collection 
This article regulates the process of collection of data by the State Party. 

States Parties should report on: 

· Measures taken to collect disaggregated appropriate information, including statistical and research data, to enable them to formulate and implement policies to give effect to the Convention respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms, ethics, legal safeguards, data protection, confidentiality and privacy 

· The dissemination of these statistics and measures to ensure their accessibility by persons with disabilities 

· Measures taken to ensure the full participation of persons with disabilities in the process of data collection and research

� UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, 2009,  “Guidelines on Treaty Specific document to be submitted by states parties under article 35, parities under article 35, paragraph 1, of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities”, Available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CRPD/CRPD-C-2-3.pdf" ��http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CRPD/CRPD-C-2-3.pdf�, accessed 28 October 2010. 
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