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Disability Living Allowance

What Is Disability Living Allowance?

This benefit is for people who need help with their personal care and / or mobility as a result of an illness and/or disability. It can be claimed by both children and adults, although there are age related conditions. Disability Living Allowance (DLA) is not means tested and is not affected by other benefits.

DLA is divided into two parts. There is a mobility component,

(paid at two rates), for people who are unable to walk or have difficulties with walking, and a care component, (paid at three rates), for people who need help with their personal care.

You can claim for both the care component and the mobility component separately, or you can make a claim for both components. When making a claim, it is important to remember that both of these components have different qualifying conditions and your specific difficulties with care and mobility have to be shown if you are applying for both. The amount of benefit paid may consist of one rate or a combination of care and mobility rates.

Who Can Get Disability Living Allowance?

Non-Disability Tests for Disability Living Allowance:

There is no lower age limit for the care component. The mobility component lower age limits are 3 or 5 depending on the child’s difficulties. For both components there is an extra test for children aged under 16.

The upper age to apply for both the care and mobility component is 65. However there is provision for care needs to be reassessed if you are already in receipt of DLA and over 65. With the mobility component you can normally only stay with the rate you got before you were 65, you cannot move up or down a rate. However, there is an exception to this rule that allows you to switch to the higher rate but only if you can show that you met the higher rate conditions before age 65. If you have a current award of the care component, made before you were 65, you can claim the mobility component after your 65th birthday, if you mobility difficulties began before you were 65. If your mobility problems are such that you can only satisfy the disability test after your 65th birthday, you

cannot get the mobility component.

To get Disability Living Allowance, you must normally have had difficulties with your care or mobility needs for three months and must be likely to have these for a further six months or more.

However, people who have a terminal illness and their consultant/GP has completed a DS1500, may qualify for the higher care rate, once the diagnosis has been confirmed. They must however meet one of the mobility component conditions to qualify for help with getting about.

The Mobility Component

The Mobility Component is concerned with your ability to walk out of doors. It does not take into account ‘outside’ factors, eg. The location of your home, public transport etc. In conditions A-C (shown below), your difficulties must be caused by a physical disablement. There are two rates of Mobility Component - a higher and a lower rate.

To qualify for the Higher Rate you must meet one of the following conditions:

A - “Unable to walk” - This literally means that you cannot take a step by placing one foot in front of the other.

B - “Virtually unable to walk” - If you are claiming under this condition, you must show the difficulties that you have whilst walking. The person deciding your claim will want to know how far you can walk, the speed at which you can walk, the length of time over which you can walk a short distance, and any discomfort you experience when walking.

C - “The exertion required to walk would constitute a danger to your life or would be likely to lead to a serious deterioration in your health” - Here you must show that the effort of walking causes a physical danger to your health eg. a heart condition.

D - You have no legs or feet (from birth or through amputation) -

This is seen as having no legs or feet, or having both feet and legs amputated above the ankle.
E - You are both deaf and blind - You must show that the combination of these conditions renders you “unable, without the assistance of another person, to walk to any required or intended destination while out of doors”. There have been guidelines issued to DHSS on the degree of blindness and deafness that would qualify the claimant for the higher amount.

F - You are entitled to the higher rate care component and qualify as “severely mentally Impaired” under the legislation. The

DHSS will normally ask for a specialist’s opinion for anyone applying under this condition.

To qualify for the Lower Rate you must be able to show that, although you may be able to walk, that your disability is such that “physically or mentally” you are unable to walk out of doors without guidance or supervision. People who have a learning disability and people who have a visual impairment are most likely to qualify.

Mobility Component:Rates

· Lower Rate - 
£18.95 per week
· High rate-

£49.85 per week

To qualify for the Care Component, you must show that you need personal care and/or attention and supervision as a result of your disability. There are three rates of care component – lower, middle and higher. To receive the lower rate you must meet the criteria for part time care. To qualify for the middle rate you must meet the day or night time conditions. To qualify for the higher rate you must meet both the day and night conditions. .You must be: “so severely disabled, physically or mentally, that you require”:

A During the Day

1. “frequent attention throughout the day in connection with your bodily functions”, or

2. “continual supervision throughout the day in order to avoid substantial danger to yourself or others”.

To pass this test you have to show that you need this care and/or

supervision frequently throughout the day. 
Although you do not have to be totally dependent on others to meet this requirement, you should give as full a description as possible of the care you need and should indicate if it is required several times each day.

B At Night:

3. “prolonged or repeated attention in connection with your bodily functions”, or

4. “in order to avoid substantial danger to yourself or others you require another person to be awake throughout the night, for a prolonged period, or at frequent intervals for the purpose of watching over you”.

C Part-time Day Care:

5. “you require in connection with your bodily functions, attention from another person for a significant portion of the day (whether during a single period or a number periods)” or

6. “you cannot prepare a cooked main meal if you have the ingredients”.

Care Component Rates

Higher Care Rate - £71.40 per week. You will be eligible for the

Higher Rate if you satisfy either (or both) tests 1 & 2 and either (or both) tests 3 & 4. To qualify for this rate you have to show that your care and/or supervision needs are relevant to the day and night.

Middle Care Rate - £47.80  per week. If you pass the disability tests for either 1 and/or 2 or 3 and/or 4, you will receive this rate.

Lower Care Rate - £18.95 per week. You will pass the conditions for the Lower Care Rate if you satisfy either or both 5 and 6.

For both the Care and Mobility Component, children under 16 years old must need substantially more attention or supervision than a child of the same age. 
Getting Disability Living Allowance may entitle you to other benefits such as Income Support; Housing Benefit; Invalid Carers Allowance or Pension Credit.

Note: On 23 March 2009 Margaret Ritchie, Social Development

Minister has announced that the mobility component of

Disability Living Allowance will be increased for people who

are blind or have severe sight impairment to have access to

the higher rate mobility component. Effective operational

implementation of the higher rate mobility component of

Disability Living Allowance will come into force once the

detailed legislation and operational processes have been

developed and the anticipated date for implementation is

2011.

How To Apply For Disability Living Allowance

A claim for DLA is made by sending for a ‘Claim Pack’. The pack is quite long and the questions may seem repetitive, however, it does give you the chance to get information from your doctor and other people who know how your disability affects you. A Claim Pack can be obtained from DLA Branch, Social Security Agency,

Royal Avenue, Belfast: Telephone: 028 9090 6182.

For further information on Disability Living Allowance and other

Disability Benefits please contact the Information Officer at your nearest Disability Action Office. Disability Action can also assist with form filling.

For more information contact:

Disability Action

Portside Business Park,

189 Airport Road West, Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 
028 9029 7880

Textphone: 
028 9029 7882

Fax: 


028 9029 7881

Email: 

hq@disabilityaction.org

Website: 

www.disabilityaction.org
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