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What Are Community Care Grants?
Community Care Grants are part of the Social Fund. 
The Social Fund is a set of three discretionary cash payments which are available to people who are on certain social security benefits or need to buy essential household items after an emergency and do not have the money to pay for these essential goods.
The main aim of community care grants is to enable people to remain independently in the community. People who are classed as vulnerable, include people with restricted mobility, mental or physical disability, mental illness and chronic physical illness.

However you should still apply for a grant even if you are not in one of the priority groups.
Community care grants are non-repayable. If you are awarded a grant it will not affect the amount of money you receive from income support or jobseekers allowance.
Qualifying Conditions

To be eligible to apply for a community care grant you must meet all of the following conditions:
· You must be in receipt of Pension Credit, Income Support, Jobseeker’s Allowance (Income based) or Employment and Support Allowance (Income Related) on the day the application is made; or
· Likely to be entitled to Pension Credit, Income Support, Jobseeker’s Allowance (income based) or Employment and Support Allowance (Income Related) within 6 weeks of leaving institutional care or residential care.
· Your grant will be reduced if you have savings over £500 or £1,000 if you are over 60.
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· If you have already been awarded or refused an item within the last 28 days, you cannot get a payment for the same item or service within 28 days of your first application unless there has been a relevant change of circumstances.
· The item you apply for must not be excluded. (Disability Action can supply further information on this).
· You or your partner must not be involved in a trade dispute.

How Much Can I Get And What Can I Apply For?

There is no maximum amount for community care grants but the minimum amount that you can be awarded is £30.00. The amount that you ask for should reflect the local price of an item. The DHSS should give you the amount you have asked for, unless they feel that it is unreasonable. You can request a written explanation if this is the case.

Grants are budget limited.

Things that you could apply for include bedding, clothing, footwear, kitchen appliances, furniture etc. When applying for the grant you will have to show why you need the items and how they meet the qualifying conditions. For example you may need a fridge if you have to keep medication cool or your child may require new clothes and bedding due to incontinence. Community Care Grants for travel expenses may be payable in instalments. If you are unsure about what items or services you can apply for, Disability Action staff can assist.

How Do I Apply For A Community Care Grant?
You can obtain an application form(SF300) for a community care grant from your local Social Security Office. If you are turned down for a grant your Social Security Office may offer a Community Care Loan or a Budgeting Loan. These are repayable and an amount will be deducted out of your benefit each week. If a person is not happy with the decision made, you can ask for a review, in writing within 28 days of the decision being made. Contact your nearest Disability Action Office if this happens.
For more information contact:

Disability Action

Portside Business Park,

189 Airport Road West, Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 
028 9029 7880

Textphone: 
028 9029 7882

Fax: 


028 9029 7881

Email: 

hq@disabilityaction.org
Website: 

www.disabilityaction.org
