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The Blue Badge Scheme

The Blue Badge scheme provides on-street 
parking concessions to people with severe 
walking difficulties, who travel either as drivers or passengers, registered blind people and people with severe upper limb disabilities It enables severely disabled and blind people to be more mobile allowing them to park close to their destination.

Who Is Eligible For A Blue Badge?

You can get a Badge if:

· You receive the higher rate of the Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance.

· You are registered blind.

· You get a grant towards your own vehicle from the Department of Health and Social Services.

· You receive a war pensioner’s Mobility Supplement.

· You have a permanent and substantial disability, which means you are unable to walk or have very considerable difficulty walking. In this case, your doctor may be asked to answer a series of questions to help the Roads Service Division to determine whether you are eligible for a badge. People with a psychological disorder will not normally qualify unless their disability causes very considerable difficulty in walking.

· You have a severe disability in both upper limbs, regularly drive a motor vehicle, but cannot turn the steering wheel by hand, even if that wheel is fitted with a turning knob

How much does it cost?

The fee is £2.00. Cheques or Postal Orders should be made payable to the Department for Regional Development. Cash should not be sent through the post.

The Disabled Persons Badge is a two-sided card with space for a photograph of the badge holder on the back. Your application should, therefore, be accompanied by two recent photographs, which you should sign on the back. You may send passport-type photographs taken from self-service booths or any suitable photographs cut down to a passport photograph size.

Concessions Available To Blue Badge Holders

A Blue badge is the responsibility of the disabled person whose name and photograph it bears, and is for his/her use only. When the badge is displayed it entitles its holder to leave his/her vehicle:

· Without charge or time limit at on-street ‘pay and display’ equipment.

· Without time limit in streets where otherwise waiting is allowed only for limited periods.

· For up to 3 hours on yellow lines except in a clearway, bus lane, or where there is a ban on ‘loading’ or ‘unloading’.

Misuse of the Blue Badge

A financial fine can be imposed for misuse of the Blue Badge. A parking fine can also be imposed if the date of expiry is not displayed.

Reciprocal Blue Badge Schemes

Blue Badge holders who visit certain countries which provide parking concessions, can take advantage of the concessions provided by the host country, by displaying their Blue Badge. 
The concessions vary from one country to another but usually allow for an extension of the time limit where waiting is restricted and an entitlement to use special parking places reserved for disabled people. 
As previously mentioned the clock is not currently issued in Northern Ireland as it does not have to be displayed here. Discs (or clocks) can be obtained by request only from the Blue Badge

Department.

It is the responsibility of the Blue Badge holder to obtain the disc (or clock) and check conditions for displaying it when travelling to the U.K, Republic of Ireland or Mainland Europe.

How To Apply For A Blue Badge.

The Blue Badge is issued by the Roads Service Division of the

Department for Regional Development. Application Forms and

further details can be obtained from Road Service Office listed

below:

DRD, Road Service

Castle Barracks

Wellington Place

Enniskillen

BT74 7HN

Tel: 028 6634 3700

For more information contact:

Disability Action

Portside Business Park,

189 Airport Road West, Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 
028 9029 7880

Textphone: 
028 9029 7882

Fax: 


028 9029 7881

Email: 

hq@disabilityaction.org

Website: 

www.disabilityaction.org
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