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Benefits and Financial Help For 
Children and Young People

There are a range of benefits and financial help available to children and young people. Some of this help is dependent on the effect of your child’s disability whilst others are dependent on your family’s financial circumstances. If you are in any doubt you should check with your local Disability Action office or advice centre.

Disability Living Allowance

Disability Living Allowance has two components, which have

different qualifying conditions. Once your child reaches 16 they can continue to claim DLA but in their own name. Most children are reassessed around their 16th birthday, as they will have to fill in a claim pack for adults.

Care Component

This is payable from 3 months of age, or from birth, if your child is

terminally ill. The care component is paid at three different rates.

The lowest rate is if you have to provide extra care for your child for about an hour a day. The middle rate is if your child requires care and or supervision during the day or night. The highest rate is if your child needs care and or supervision during the day and night. It is important to show that the care and or supervision your child needs is substantially more than other children of the same age.
There is an extra test for children under sixteen as well as the other qualifying conditions for Disability Living Allowance. As all children require care and supervision you must show that your child’s needs are “substantially in excess of a child of the same age”.
Mobility Component

The Mobility Component is paid at two rates. The lower rate can be claimed from the age of five. It is for children who can walk out of doors but need guidance and or supervision over and above that of children of the same age. The higher rate can be paid from the child’s third birthday. It is for children who are unable to walk, are deaf and blind or can only walk a very short distance before they have to stop because of physical difficulty.

Carers Allowance
If your child gets Disability Living Allowance at the middle or higher

care rate you may qualify for Carer’s Allowance. You will have to

meet the separate conditions for this benefit. When your child

reaches 16 you can continue to claim Carers Allowance as long as

you continue to satisfy the conditions for it. Carers Allowance is

taken into account if you are in receipt of Income Support or Pension Credit but you will receive a carer premium instead.

Income Support

If you are entitled to any Income Support amounts for your child(ren) this is now paid by Tax Credits. You can claim Tax Credits for your child until their 20th birthday if they are still at school or college doing a course of non-advanced education. You cannot claim this if your child is claiming Income Support, Incapacity Benefit or Employment & Support Allowance in his or her own right.
Child Benefit

You can continue to claim Child Benefit for your child until they reach their 20th birthday provided they are in non-advanced education and are not claiming Income Support, Incapacity Benefit or Employment & Support Allowance in their own right.

Disabled Facilities Grant

This is to help meet the cost of adapting your home for the needs of your child. The maximum award payable is £25,000 but more help can sometimes be given. An application is made through your local Housing Executive Grants Office. Grants are not means tested for parents and guardians of disabled children.

The Family Fund Trust

The Family Fund is an independent charity and is financed by the government. It aims to ease the stress on families who are caring for a child with a severe disability by providing discretionary grants for a range of items. Applications should be made directly to the

Family Fund, Unit 4 Alpha Court, Huntington, York, YO32 9WN, Tel:0845 130 4542 or online at www.familyfund.org.uk 
When applying you should give the following information:
· the name of the child

· the parent(s) name(s)

· his/her date of birth

· his/her disability and how it affects them

· what you would like the grant for.
The Family Fund may then arrange for one of their visitors to come out and visit you if it is your first application 

More information on all the benefits listed in this factsheet are available from your local Disability Action office, advice centre or social security office. 
The Disability Rights Handbook (available from the Disability Alliance, 1st Floor East, Universal House, 88-94 Wentworth Street, London E1 7SA Tel: 020 72478776) is also very useful and contains detailed but easy to follow information on benefits for people with disabilities and their families.

For more information contact:

Disability Action

Portside Business Park,

189 Airport Road West, Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 
028 9029 7880

Textphone: 
028 9029 7882

Fax: 


028 9029 7881

Email: 

hq@disabilityaction.org
Website: 

www.disabilityaction.org
