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Attendance Allowance

What Is Attendance Allowance?
Attendance Allowance is payable to people over 65 years of age who need assistance with their personal 
care and/or supervision.
You can be living alone and do not have to have a carer to make a claim. This benefit is not means tested and is not taxable.

Who can get Attendance Allowance?

Non-Disability Tests:

·  You are over 65. (If your care needs began before your 65th

· birthday you should claim Disability Living Allowance instead).

·  You must satisfy; one of the disability tests (see below) for 6 months before an award can begin. You can still however, claim before the 6 months are up.

· You are terminally ill, (Have a life expectancy of 6 months or less).

As this can be very distressing for both the claimant and the carer,

it is not necessary that the claimant fills in the form. There is a

separate section for the doctor to fill in should the claimant be

unaware of their condition or too unwell to make a claim. There is

no qualifying period and the claimant will receive Attendance

Allowance at the higher rate.

· − You have lived in the United Kingdom for 26 out of the past 52 weeks. However there are exceptions to this. Check with Disability Action for further details.

· You meet one of the disability tests (see below).

Disability Tests - You must meet one of these conditions:

You must be: “so severely disabled that you require”:

A During the Day

1. “Frequent attention throughout the day in connection with your bodily functions” or

2. “Continual supervision throughout the day in order to avoid substantial danger to yourself or others.”

B At Night

1. “Prolonged or repeated attention in connection with your bodily functions” or

2. “In order to avoid substantial danger to yourself or others you require another person to be awake throughout the night, for a prolonged period, or at frequent intervals for the purpose of watching over you.”

Amounts Payable

The Lower Rate of £47.80 is payable if you meet any one of the day or night time conditions.

The Higher Rate of £71.40 is payable if you meet both a daytime and a night-time condition.

How to Apply for Attendance Allowance

To make a claim, contact the Social Security Agency on Telephone: 028 9090 6178 

For more information contact:

Disability Action

Portside Business Park,

189 Airport Road West, Belfast, BT3 9ED

Telephone: 
028 9029 7880

Textphone: 
028 9029 7882

Fax: 


028 9029 7881

Email: 

hq@disabilityaction.org
Website: 

www.disabilityaction.org
